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GACC Celebrates Two Decades ñ Wunderbar! 
An afternoon rainstorm couldnõt dampen the spirits of GACC members and supporters who 

gathered on Saturday, July 20, to celebrate the centerõs 20th anniversary. The official ribbon-

cutting ceremony moved indoors as GACC President Barron Burmaster welcomed more than 

125 members, friends and distinguished guests, including Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser. Burmaster 

read a special commendation provided by 

State Rep. Joseph Marino, congratulating 

the center on its two decades in Gretna.  

     Former State Rep. Joe Toomy, a longtime 

supporter of the GACC, talked about the 

centerõs founding, a citizen-backed process 

that began in 1987.  Leading the effort was 

the late Frank J. Ehret Jr., vice -chairman of 

the Delta Region Preservation Commission, 

with the support of Commission chairman, 

Dr. Fritz Wagner. (Continued on Page 2)  
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GACC Members and Guests 

(Continued from Page 1)  

Several members of the Ehret family attended the 

July 20 event, as well as Wagner, who traveled 

from the West Coast to join in the festivities.  

     After years of planning, the center opened its 

doors at 519 Huey P. Long Ave. in 1999.  

     òThis is such an important occasion for the 

members of our organization,ó Burmaster said, 

òfor the City of Gretna that is our home, and for 

the thousands of German immigrants whom we 

honor through our organization. More than 180 

years ago, they founded Mechanikham, which 

would become Gretna in 1913. We salute their 

leadership that brought us here today.ó  

     After the ribbon was cut, the celebration  

began, with food, drink and Gemütlichkeit.  

¢ëĖÙÙ ÓÙÓíÎÀġÙÓ G -- ıĆúĥĀġÙÙĖĚ ÙĀöĆĴ ġëÙ ÎÙúÙÌĖÀġíĆĀˊ

æĖĆÿ úÙæġˋ ¢ÙĖĖĴ ZÀÎĆĚġÙˋ víÎ÷Ĵ ZíıíĀçĚġĆĀ ÀĀÓ zĴúıíÀ

zÎëĲÀĖĸː 

zÿíúÙĚ Àúú ÀĖĆĥĀÓˍ

ÌĆıÙˋ _ÀĖíÙġġÀ

KÙĖĖ çíıÙĚ À ġĆÀĚġ˕

úÙæġˋ VĥÓĴ ZĆġĸ ÀĀÓ

2íĖ÷ KÙēġíĀç ëÀıÙ

æĥĀ Àġ ġëÙ ÀĀĀíıÙĖˡ

ĚÀĖĴ˕ ÀĀÓ æÀĖ úÙæġˋ

æÙĚġíıÙ úĆĆ÷Ě ÌĴ

vëĆĀÓÀ vĆÙÓÙĖÙĖ

ÀĀÓ ëĥĚÌÀĀÓ +ĖíÀĀ

+ĖĆĥĚĚÀĖÓː 

ĥÓĖÙĴ 8ĸĸĆˋ úÙæġˋ ÀĀÓ G -- ÌĆÀĖÓ ÿÙÿÌÙĖ

2ÙúíÀ KÙĖĀÀĀÓÙĸ ÎÙúÙÌĖÀġÙː 
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More Views from July 20  

sĖĥÓÙĀÎÙ +ĖĥĀĆˋ úÙæġˋ ÀĀÓ MĖÿÀ 2ĆĀĀÙĚ ÙĀöĆĴ ġëÙ ÿĥĚÙĥÿ ÙĳëíÌíġĚː 

+ĖíçíġġÀ GĥĀĀ úÙÀÓĚ ġëÙ ÿÙÿÌÙĖĚ íĀ ĚíĀçíĀç8˨íĀ sĖĆĚíġˋ

ÙíĀ sĖĆĚíġˋ ÓÙĖ GÙÿĩġúíÎë÷Ùíġˍ ˩

VĆíĀíĀç íĀ ġëÙ ÎÙúÙÌĖÀġíĆĀ ÀĖÙˋ æĖĆÿ úÙæġˋ GĖÙġĀÀ ĖÙĚíÓÙĀġĚ

KÙúÙĀ µíúúíÀÿĚˋ _ĆĀíÎÀ `ÀĕĥíĀ ÀĀÓ zġÙēëÀĀíÙ 2íÙġĖíÎëː 

zíçĖíÓ GĉÙÓÙÎ÷Ùˋ úÙæġˋ -ëĖíĚ »ííæúÙˋ ÎÙĀġÙĖˋ ÀĀÓ æĖíÙĀÓĚ ÙĀöĆĴ ġëÙ 

GÙĖÿÀĀ ÿĥĚíÎ ÌĴ 2Ėː 8ĖíÎ KÀëĀ ÀĀÓ ëíĚ ÌÀĀÓː 

2ĥĖíĀç ġëÙ ÀĀĀíıÙĖĚÀĖĴ ēÀĖġĴˋ G -- sĖÙĚíÓÙĀġ

+ÀĖĖĆĀ +ĥĖÿÀĚġÙĖˋ æÀĖ Ėíçëġˋ ĖÙÎĆçĀíĸÙÓ ġëÙ
úÙÀÓÙĖĚ ĲëĆ ëÙúēÙÓ æĆĥĀÓ ġëÙ ÎÙĀġÙĖ ÀĀÓ íġĚ

ÿĥĚÙĥÿː ¢ëÙ ÙıÙĀġ ĲÀĚ À ĖÙĥĀíĆĀ æĆĖ 2Ėː EĖíġĸ
µÀçĀÙĖˋ úÙæġˋ ÀĀÓ zÙıíúúÀ µëíġÙ EíĀúÙĴˋ ĚÙÎĆĀÓ

æĖĆÿ úÙæġː ¢ëÙíĖ úÙÀÓÙĖĚëíē ÀĀÓ ġíĖÙúÙĚĚ ĲĆĖ÷
ĲÙĖÙ ÎĖĥÎíÀú ġĆ æĆĥĀÓíĀç Ćæ ġëÙ G --ː ¢ëÙ úÀġÙ

EĖÀĀ÷ 8ëĖÙġ ĲÀĚ ÀúĚĆ ĆĀÙ Ćæ ġëĆĚÙ íÿēĆĖġÀĀġ
æĆĥĀÓÙĖĚˋ ÀĀÓ ġĲĆ ÿÙÿÌÙĖĚ Ćæ ëíĚ æÀÿíúĴˋ WÀġëĴ

8ëĖÙġ µëíġÙˋ ÎÙĀġÙĖˋ ÀĀÓ _ÀĖĴ 8ëĖÙġˋ Ėíçëġˋ 

ÀġġÙĀÓÙÓ ġëÙ ÎÙúÙÌĖÀġíĆĀː úĚĆ ēĖÙĚÙĀġ ĲÀĚ ġëÙ

G --˫Ě æíĖĚġ ēĖÙĚíÓÙĀġˋ +ĖíçíġġÀ _Àúÿː 
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Big Gretna Events on Oct. 12: Make plans now to be in Gretna on Saturday, Oct. 12. It will be Oktoberfest 

here at the GACC, with a beer garden on the 5th Street parking lot from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and wonderful German 

food and beer for sale. (We will be signing up volunteers to help with the event, so watch for more details.) And in 

addition, that day will also be Gretnaõs City-Wide Yard Sale from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., an art walk and farmerõs market, 

plus a rummage sale at St. Joseph Church. Fun for everyone!  

Free Genealogy Seminars : Gwen Kelley, a librarian who  specializes in genealogy and local history, will 

lead a series of 10 seminars focusing on family research this fall at the East Bank Regional Library, 4747 West  

Napoleon, Metairie. The sessions are on Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. Here are the dates and topics: Sept. 4, Census 

Records; Sept. 11, Vital Records; Sept. 18, Cemetery Records; Oct. 2, Fold3 and Researching Military Records; Oct. 

9, Immigration Records; Oct. 16, FamilySearch.org; Oct. 23, Ancestry.com; Oct. 30, Genealogy and Facebook; and 

Nov. 6, Genealogy and Google. Each event is free of charge and open to the public.  

ôFrom Mechanikham to Gretnaõ: Our New Exhibit 
The GACC Museum is known for its displays honoring the 

German immigrants who founded Gretna in 1836. Now 

there is a new reason to visit our museum ña new  

exhibit, òFrom Mechanikham to Gretna: German Families, 

Events and Landmarks.ó Developed in honor of our 20th 

year, it features historic photos of Gretna from the 1880s to 

1920s, along with views from today. See what the Moss Fac-

tory looked like, how Gretna residents dealt with flooding 

from the 1891 crevasse; the history of the corner at Third 

Street and Huey P. Long Avenue; old corner stores; and 

much more. It will be on display indefinitely.  

Ira Hopkins curated the photos for 
this exhibit, displaying views of Gretna 

dating from the early 1900s.  
Many have never been on display  

�E�H�I�R�U�H�����'�R�Q�·�W���P�L�V�V���L�W�� 

 

August 17 Meeting: 

Sigrid Göedecke 

Talks About Living in 

East Germany and 

the Fall of the  

Berlin Wall  

Thirty years ago, the wall between East 

and West Berlin came down. Remem-

bering that event, we have a special 

speaker for our meeting on Saturday, 

August 17. Sigrid Göedecke will talk 

about living in East Germany and her 

memories of when the wall came down. 

Our meeting starts at 6 p.m. and our 

meal will be from Gattusoõs. Join us! 


