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GACC Celebrates Two Decadesi Wunderbar!

An afternoon rainstorm couldndt dampen the spiLi
t h

gat hered on Saturday, July 20, to celebrate-
cutting ceremony moved indoors as GACC President Barron Burmaster welcomed more than
125 members, friends and distinguished guests, including Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser. Burmaster
read a special commendation provided by
State Rep. Joseph Marino, congratulating
the center on its two decades in Gretna.
Former State Rep. Joe Toomy, a longtime
supporter of the GACC, talked about the
center 6s f ou nhckedgrocess
that began in 1987. Leading the effort was
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the late Frank J. Ehret Jr., vice -chairman of
the Delta Region Preservation Commission,

with the support of Commission chairman,
Dr. Fritz Wagner. (Continued on Page 2)
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GACC Members and Guests

(Continued from Page 1)

Several members of the Ehret family attended the
July 20 event, as well as Wagner, who traveled
from the West Coast to join in the festivities.

After years of planning, the center opened its
doors at 519 Huey P. Long Ave. in 1999.

OThis is such an important occasion for the
members of our
of or the City of Gretna
the thousands of German immigrants whom we
honor through our organization. More than 180
years ago, they founded Mechanikham, which
would become Gretna in 1913. We salute their
| eadership that brought

After the ribbon was cut, the celebration
began, with food, drink and Gemtlichkeit.
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More Views from July 20
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OFrom Mechani kham t o Grle

The GACC Museum is known for its displays honoring the Ira Hopkins curated the photos fo

German immigrants who founded Gretna in 1836. Now this exhibit, displaying views of Grefna

there is a new reason to visit our museum i a new dating from the ear|y 1900s.

Exhlblt, OFrom Mechanllkham t o Manyhaveneverbeenondispl i
vents and Landmarks. 6 Devel op ;

year, it features historic photos of Gretna from the 1880s to EHIRUH RQ-W PLV

1920s, along with views from today. See what the Moss Fac-
tory looked like, how Gretna residents dealt with flooding
from the 1891 crevasse; the history of the corner at Third
Street and Huey P. Long Avenue; old corner stores; and
much more. It will be on display indefinitely.

AUgUSt 17 Meeting: Thirty years ago, the wall between East
and West Berlin came down. Remem-

Slg”d GoOedecke bering that event, we have a special

Talks AbOUt Living in speaker for our meeting on Saturday,
August 17. Sigrid Goedecke will talk

East Germany and  about living in East Germany and her

memories of when the wall came down.
the Fa” Of the Our meeting starts at 6 p.m. and our
Berlin Wall meal will be from Gattusods. Join us!
Big Gretna Events on Oct. 12: Make plans now to be in Gretna on Saturday, Oct. 12. It will be Oktoberfest

here at the GACC, with a beer garden on the 5th Street parking lot from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and wonderful German

food and beer for sale. (We will be signing up volunteers to help with the event, so watch for more details.) And in
addition, that day wiWildelYer b eSadreetfnracdns 8€ia.ym. to 3 p. m.,
plus a rummage sale at St. Joseph Church. Fun for everyone!

Free Genealogy Seminars . Gwen Kelley, a librarian who  specializes in genealogy and local history, will
lead a series of 10 seminars focusing on family research this fall at the East Bank Regional Library, 4747 West
Napoleon, Metairie. The sessions are on Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. Here are the dates and topics: Sept. 4, Census
Records; Sept. 11, Vital Records; Sept. 18, Cemetery Records; Oct. 2, Fold3 and Researching Military Records; Oct.
9, Immigration Records; Oct. 16, FamilySearch.org; Oct. 23, Ancestry.com; Oct. 30, Genealogy and Facebook; and
Nov. 6, Genealogy and Google. Each event is free of charge and open to the public.




