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What is Schlaraffia? 
 

If a vacation may be defined as a change of environment and activity, then Schlaraffia is a sort 
of vacation-land extending a warm welcome to the weary toiler.  For as one enters the portals of 
this organization, he dons the imaginary cloak of romantic other-worldliness, and leaves behind 
the cares an worries inseparably linked to the daily struggle of existence.  In Schlaraffia, all are 
united by the solid bonds of congeniality and friendship.  Rivalry or jealousy have no place here.  
Tolerance, in every respect, is one of the foremost requirements to which all members gladly 
adhere in this 118-year-old widely scattered group of men who are held together by their devo-
tion to identical ideals.  Religious and political matters do not interfere with the life of Schlaraffia-
all members are pledged to scrupulously avoid mentioning or discussion of such topics, and to 
refrain from any allusions that might offend the sensibilities of fellow members.   
 

Schlaraffia was founded in 1859 by members of the German-language theatre of Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, and has now its main seat in Berne, Switzerland.  The founding chapter in Pra-
gue was closed down by the Czech communists.  The ideals of Schlaraffia have survived all po-
litical vicissitudes throughout its 118 years of existence, and there are now more chapters than 
ever, 227 on five continents:  24 in the United States, four in Canada, one in Central America, 
and seven in South America. 
 

Since a certain intellectual accomplishment is desirable, Schlaraffia draws largely on artists, pro-
fessionals, and businessmen for its membership.  While this may imply a certain degree of ex-
clusiveness, it is not intended as snobbery..   
 

In its outward form, Schlaraffia playfully imitates the romance of the courtly era-knights replacing 
men of business or letters, who shed their normal identities for the relaxation of an evening.  
Their speech is a somewhat modified German, known as Schlaraffenlatein, which utilizes mod-
ern German with slight changes obtained from archaic or medieval forms of the language and 
invented words and phrases of a jocular nature.   
 

Artistic, literary, and humorous recitations, most of them original productions, keep the group 
entertained during each meeting, and the sense of good fellowship is enhanced by songs writ-
ten and composed by gifted members especially for Schlaraffia. 
 

As all distinctions customarily made in the everyday world are dropped in Schlaraffia, the indi-
vidual is afforded opportunity for self-expression among kindred and sympathetic spirits.  Thus, 
Schlaraffia constitutes a different approach to the recognition of the sublime values of 
life.   
 

Continued on Page 2 
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WILLKOMMEN!  
 

 Welcome New Members 
 

  Ramona F. Buras 
 Belle Chasse, LA  
 

   Katie Chamberlain 
 New Orleans, LA 
 

   Beth Davis 
 Blackburn, Victoria, Australia 
 

   Jolene Dopp Garacia 
 Manassas, VA 
 

   Dolores Hamilton  
 Terrytown, LA 
 

   Judy D. Mills 
  Terrytown, LA 
 

   Thelma Pigford 
  Westwego, LA 
 

    Peter Wagner 
  Luling, LA 
 

    Linda Warren 
  New Orleans, LA 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE 
 CULTURAL CENTER 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

 

May 17, 2014, Sat., 7pm 
  DANIEL HAMMER of the Historic New Orleans 
   Collection, will speak on ñThe Difficulties of German- 
   Americans during WWIò 
 
          

June 21, 2014, Sat. 7pm 
   EMILY FORD will speak on ñHier Ruhet in Frieden 
    Germans in Lafayette Cemetery No. 1.ò 

Schlaraffia continued from page 1 
 
Selfless devotion to one another coupled with an ardent interest in both the fine and the liberal arts, 
and active production rather than mere passive enjoyment is urged.  A subtle, never coarse, humor 
floats through the air like gossamer, engendering a happy relationship.  The psychologist may pro-
nounce this an escape mechanism, but the poets call it Utopia. 
 
The name Schlaraffia was chosen rather arbitrarily by the founders in Prague, and should not be 
confused with the fairy tale about the ñSchlaraffenlandò where marvelously delicious dishes grow on 
trees, wine flows from springs, roasted ducks fly in the air, and where people have no obligation, a 
crass self-indulgence repugnant to most members of Schlaraffia. 

 

Condolences 
 

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Ronnie C. Harris, 
former Mayor of Gretna, on the passing of his mother, 
Mrs. Rose Guidry Harris, age 94.  A long-time Gretna 
resident, Mrs. Harris was born in Cut Off, LA.  She was 
active in her community and devoted to her loving family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The GACC was able to purchase the antique German doll collection that has been on display at 
the Center.  These dolls range in age from 80 to 140 years old. Please stop by the Center and 
see our latest addition to the family. 
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Celebrating the centennial of German-American Louis Oscar Fried 
By Sevilla White Finley 

 
 Last month, relatives and friends of the Fried family (pronounced Freed) gathered at the monument of 
Louis Oscar Fried in Gretnaôs Hook & Ladder Cemetery to honor the young sailor who died 100 years ago in 
the service of his country. 
 The Gretna Historical Society was host to the centennial tribute with president Paul Coles presiding.  
The program included Pastor Larry Beane II of Salem Lutheran Church, the United States Navy Color Guard, 
and Lt. Colonel Carroll Fortmayer USAF Ret. leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  Proclamations were present-
ed by relative Jacques Molaison for Parish President John F. Young, Jr. and by Mayor Belinda Constant.  
Friedôs great nephews Richard A. Thalheim Jr. and Michael C. Smith presented the wreath.  The century-old 
monument erected by popular subscription and recently refurbished, glistened in the mid-day sun. 
 On April 22, 1914, the 19-year old Gretna sailor assigned to the U.S.S. Arkansas was killed by a Mexi-
can sniper during the U.S. occupation of Vera Cruz, Mexico.  The youngest of 7 children of Matthew Fried and 
Mary Meisner, his death, along with 16 others, was reported in the national and local newspapers.  The local 
headlines noted that 10,000 thronged to Gretna on the day of his funeral. 
 Gretna had been incorporated for less than a year when U.S. President Woodrow Wilson called for the 
U.S. invasion of Vera Cruz following a diplomatic incident in Tampico.  Fried was among the first killed in the 
invasion.  While waiting for his body to be returned home for burial, a citizenôs committee formed to plan his 
funeral and raise funds to erect a monument in the Hook and Ladder Cemetery.  They were J. B. Dauenhauer 
Jr., William Hepting, William Murphy, Alvin T. Stumpf, N. J. Zimmer and Frank Walsh. 
 The Jefferson Parish Police Jury (todayôs parish council) and the City of Gretna designated a ñgeneral 
holidayò so that workers and school children could attend the funeral. 
 When Friedôs body arrived in Gretna three weeks later by train from New York City (where the 17 slain 
were memorialized in a national procession), it was met by his brothers Matt Jr. and William Fried, Rev. E. M. 
Robert, of Dallas, uncles Ernest Stritzinger and William Gruhler, his brother-in-law Alexis Smith, his cousin 
Lindsay Jackson and the citizens committee.  His sisters were Salome Thalheim, Barbara Bender and Ernes-
tine Smith. 
 Friedôs body was waked at home at 227 Copernicus Ave. (now Huey P. Long) where his mother sat in 
vigil (photo in GACC exhibit).  It was later moved to the Parish Courthouse (now City Hall) where it lay in 
state.  As the crowds gathered, church bells rang intermittently, fire sirens sounded, and flags flew at half-
mast.  The funeral procession lined up with military escorts, the Fried family in carriages, elected officials, 
hundreds of school children, every volunteer fire company in the parish, and so on.  The procession stopped 
at Salem Lutheran Church for a service by Pastor Wismar while the crowd waited outside. 
 At the cemetery, the Navy band played ñNearer My God to Thee,ò three rifle volleys were fired, and 
taps sounded as the casket was lowered into the ground.  100 years later the story of Louis Oscar Fried re-
mains indelible in Gretnaôs history.  A Fried display is at the Gretna Historical Society Museum Complex, 209 
Lafayette Ave. 
The U.S. occupation of Vera Cruz lasted 6 months, War was never declared, but strained diplomacy lasted for 
years. 
  

Mayor Belinda Constant, Paul Coles and Jacques Molaison  
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VISITORS FROM DOWN UNDER 
 

For three days in March, Beth and Bryan Da-
vis from Balckburn, Victoria, Australia 
 visited the GACC, to do research on her 

motherôs family.. 

 

GIRL SCOUTS VISIT THE GACC 
 

On Saturday, April 12th, 46 Girl Scouts vis-
ited the GACC, each hour from 10 am to 2 
pm. Each group received  a short lesson 
on the German Language conducted by 
Gisela Galjour and Wilma Thompson and 
ended with a  tour of the Museum.   

 

WHATôS NEW IN THE RESEARCH ROOM 
 

NEW HOLDINGS 
 

     What Did They Mean By That?  A Dictionary of Historical and Genealogical Terms 
            Old and New, by Paul Drake, J.D. 

 DISCLAIMER:  The German-American Cultural Center is a non-profit organization.  The opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
GACC, its members or its officers.  The GACC does not verify for accuracy the articles in this news-
letter and leaves verification of accuracy to its readers. 

Richard A. Thalhein Jr. and Michael C. Smith  


